
JAMMU, Thursday, June 18, 2026

JAMMU, JUNE 17:
Director Agriculture
Jammu Anil Gupta today
chaired a review meeting
at the Conference Hall of
the Directorate of
Agriculture Jammu to
assess preparedness and
implementation strategy
for the Annual Action Plan
(AAP) 2026-27 and
review the status of infra-
structural and develop-
mental projects across
Jammu Division.
Deliberations were held on
district-wise targets, prior-
ities and implementation
modalities under various
schemes in the AAP 2026-
27 along with a review of
physical and financial
progress achieved. The
Director reviewed the ten-
dering process for
CAPEX, HADP and
NABARD-funded projects
and took stock of infra-
structure projects estab-
lished under HADP,
JKCIP, CSS and CAPEX
across the Division. Anil

Gupta directed officers
concerned to ensure effi-
cient utilisation of funds,
strict adherence to project
timelines and close moni-
toring of ongoing projects
to expedite pending activi-
ties and achieve targets for
the current financial year.
He further underscored the
importance of regular field
monitoring, effective coor-
dination among stakehold-
ers and prompt resolution
of bottlenecks to enhance
the impact of agricultural
development programmes.
Among those present were
Joint Director Agriculture
(Extension) Sanjay Anand,
Joint Director Agriculture
(SLUB/Farms) Aman Jyoti

Sharma.
Deputy Director

Agriculture (Central)
Sanjeev Rai Gupta, SMS
(RL) Krishan Kant, SMS
(RL) Dharmesh Vaid,
Mushroom Development
Officer Raghubir Paul
Kochar, Assistant
Entomologist Harvinder
Singh, Spawn Production
Officer Ashu Kakoria,
Divisional Seed
Certification Officer
Jammu Nirmal Prakash
Sharma and SDAO Marh
Khalid Hassan. All Chief
Agriculture Officers of
Jammu Division partici-
pated through virtual
mode.

Director Agriculture reviews Annual Action Plan

2026-27 and infrastructure projects in Jammu

BARAMULLA, JUNE 17:
Commissioner Secretary
Education Department,
Ram Niwas Sharma, who
is also Nodal Officer for
Vibrant Villages Maidanan
and Salasan, today visited
the two border villages in
Uri Sub-Division and
reviewed the progress of
developmental activities
being undertaken under
the Vibrant Village
Programme (VVP) -Phase
II. He was accompanied by
the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Uri, Joint
Director School Education
North Kashmir, Deputy
Chief Education Officer
Baramulla and other con-
cerned officers of line
departments. During the
visit, the Commissioner

Secretary held extensive
interaction with the resi-
dents, community repre-
sentatives and local stake-
holders at both Maidanan
and Salasan villages. He

listened to their concerns,
developmental aspirations
and suggestions regarding
improvement in basic
amenities and public serv-
ices. The residents high-

lighted various issues and
demands related to infra-
structure, connectivity,
education, healthcare,
drinking water supply and
livelihood generation.
Assuring the people of the
government's commitment
towards the welfare and
development of border
communities, Ram Niwas
Sharma stated that the
Vibrant Village
Programme aims to trans-
form remote villages into
self-reliant and vibrant set-
tlements through focused
developmental interven-
tions and improved public
service delivery. He
emphasized that sustained
efforts are being made to
strengthen the infrastruc-
ture and create better

socio-economic opportuni-
ties for the residents living
in border areas. The
Commissioner Secretary
also conducted a compre-
hensive review of the
developmental works and
government schemes
being implemented in the
two villages. He was
briefed about the status of
ongoing projects, achieve-
ments made so far, chal-
lenges being faced and the
future plans envisaged
under the programme. He
stressed the need for time-
ly completion of projects,
effective coordination
among the departments
and regular monitoring to
ensure that developmental
benefits reach the people
in a tangible manner. 

ram Niwas Sharma visits border villages
of Uri; reviews progress on VVP Phase-II

SRINAGAR, JUNE 17: As part of the
ongoing Khet Bachao Abhiyan 2026, the
Agriculture Department, Kashmir organ-
ized a one-day awareness programme in
Srinagar to promote the conservation of
agricultural land and raise public aware-
ness about the importance of protecting
valuable farming resources for future gen-
erations.
The programme was inaugurated by
MLA Hazratbal, Tanvir Sadiq, who
emphasized the critical need to preserve
agricultural land and called for collective
efforts to safeguard the farming sector,
which continues to be the backbone of the
region's economy and a primary source of
livelihood for thousands of families.
Addressing the gathering, Director
Agriculture Kashmir, Sartaj Ahmad Shah,
highlighted the various initiatives being
undertaken by the Agriculture Department
to prevent the conversion and loss of agri-
cultural land, promote sustainable farming
practices, and strengthen the agricultural
sector. He urged farmers, stakeholders,
and members of the public to actively sup-
port and participate in the campaign

aimed at protecting cultivable land and
ensuring food security for future genera-
tions. The programme featured an aware-
ness camp where participants were sensi-
tized about the significance of agricultural
land conservation, responsible land use,
and sustainable agricultural practices. 
To further amplify the campaign's mes-
sage, a boat rally was organized on Dal
Lake, drawing attention to the importance
of environmental protection and agricul-
tural preservation among the wider public.
In addition, a cleanliness drive was con-
ducted to promote environmental respon-
sibility and reinforce the vital link
between a clean ecosystem and sustain-
able agriculture. Participants enthusiasti-
cally joined the initiative, demonstrating
their commitment to protecting both the
environment and agricultural resources.
The event witnessed the participation of
Chief Agriculture Officer, Srinagar,  Ajaz
Ahmad Dar, senior officers of the
Agriculture Department, farmers, and
other stakeholders, who collectively
pledged their support for the objectives of
the Khet Bachao Abhiyan.

Awareness Campaign, Boat Rally, Cleanliness Drive
held in Srinagar under Khet Bachao Abhiyan 2026

SRINAGAR, JUNE 17: Jammu
and Kashmir Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages (JKAA-
CL) on Wednesday released
'Saffron Winds', a collection of
poems in English authored by
noted writer, columnist and liter-
ary figure Sanjay Pandita, at an
impressive function held in the
Academy's Seminar Hall in
Srinagar.

The event was attended by emi-
nent writers, poets, scholars, acad-
emicians and literary enthusiasts
from across the Valley. Renowned
writer, academician and Convenor
of the Sahitya Akademi Advisory
Board for Kashmiri, Prof. Shad
Ramzan presided over the func-
tion, while distinguished poet,
writer and translator Dr. Satish
Vimal was the Chief Guest. The
event was also attended by Ideel
Saleem, Additional Secretary,
JKAACL, and Dr. Abid Ahmad,

Editor, JKAACL.
The book was formally

reviewed by noted academic and
literary critic Prof. Basharat Bhat.

In his address, Prof. Shad
Ramzan described 'Saffron Winds'
as a significant contribution to
contemporary Kashmiri literary
sensibility articulated through the
medium of English poetry. He
observed that the collection
embodies a distinctive poetic
voice marked by emotional depth,
aesthetic refinement and cultural
rootedness. Referring to the poet's
engagement with memory, identity
and displacement, he remarked
that the poems successfully cap-
ture the beauty, pain and resilience
associated with Kashmir and its
people. 

Dr Satis Vimal, while speaking
on the occasion, described 'Saffron
Winds' as a poignant and evoca-
tive collection that transforms

memory, longing and belonging
into compelling poetry. He further
said that through a refined poetic
language, Sanjay Pandita pre-
serves the cultural soul of Kashmir
while speaking to universal human
experiences, adding that the
poems are marked by sincerity of
emotion and artistic restraint,
allowing readers to journey
through landscapes of exile,
remembrance and hope. 

Presenting a detailed review of
the book, Prof. Basharat Bhat
termed 'Saffron Winds' a valuable
addition to the growing corpus of
Indian English literature. He noted
that the collection presents
Kashmir in its totality-its breath-
taking landscapes, collective
memories, aspirations, social real-
ities and cultural ethos-through a
sensitive and compelling poetic
idiom. He observed that the poems
strike a fine balance between per-

sonal reflection and collective
experience, enabling readers to
engage with universal human
emotions through distinctly
Kashmiri imagery and symbolism.
He also commended the poet for
retaining the cultural flavour,
rhythm and emotional cadence of
Kashmiri expression in his English
compositions. Speaking on the
occasion, Sanjay Pandita reflected
upon his long literary journey and
his deep engagement with the
social and cultural life of Kashmir.
He stated that the poems contained
in the volume emerged from lived
experiences, observations and
memories that continue to shape
the collective consciousness of the
Kashmiri Pandit community. He
emphasized the role of literature in
preserving memory, fostering dia-
logue and bridging emotional dis-
tances created by historical cir-
cumstances. 

JKAACL releases poetic collection by Sanjay Pandita

Budgam steps up Anti-Drug
Campaign through Awareness

and Enforcement Drives
BUDGAM, JUNE 17: District Budgam today witnessed
a series of awareness and enforcement activities under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA), reaffirming the
district's commitment to creating a drug-free society
through coordinated action, public awareness and com-
munity participation. As part of the campaign, the District
Employment & Counselling Centre Budgam, in collabo-
ration with BBHSS Humhama, organized an awareness
programme for students. During the programme, students
were sensitized about Mission YUVA and educated on the
harmful consequences of drug abuse. The session focused
on encouraging informed decision-making, healthy
lifestyle choices and empowering young minds to stay
away from substance abuse. In another significant initia-
tive, the Excise Team Budgam carried out a special
enforcement drive aimed at preventing the growth of
illicit intoxicants and eliminating potential sources of
drug abuse. The drive formed part of the department's
sustained efforts to protect public health and strengthen
the district's fight against the drug menace. The aware-
ness programme and enforcement activities highlighted
the importance of a multi-pronged strategy involving
education, prevention, community engagement and coor-
dinated departmental action to effectively address the
challenge of substance abuse. The District Administration
Budgam reiterated its resolve to continue implementing
the objectives of the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan through
sustained awareness campaigns, preventive interventions
and enforcement measures. Citizens, particularly the
youth, were urged to actively participate in the movement
and contribute towards building a healthy, safe and drug-
free Budgam.

Mental Health Awareness Programme
organized by SANKALP HEW, Mission

Shakti Budgam at GHSS Beerwah
BUDGAM, JUNE 17: In continuation of its efforts to
promote mental well-being and enhance public aware-
ness of mental health issues, SANKALP Hub for
Empowerment of Women (HEW), Mission Shakti
Budgam, organized a Mental Health Awareness
Programme at Government Higher Secondary School
(GHSS) Beerwah today. The programme witnessed
active participation from students, teachers, community
members, women, youth, and representatives from vari-
ous sectors. It aimed to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of mental health, stress management, emotional
well-being, and the need to address and eliminate the
stigma associated with mental illnesses. During the pro-
gramme, resource persons underscored the increasing
significance of mental health in today's fast-paced envi-
ronment. They emphasized the importance of early iden-
tification of mental health concerns, timely access to pro-
fessional support, and the adoption of healthy lifestyle
practices. Interactive sessions were conducted to educate
participants on effective coping strategies, self-care tech-
niques, and the support services available for individuals
experiencing psychological distress. Addressing the gath-
ering, officials from Mission Shakti Budgam reaffirmed
their commitment to promoting holistic well-being and
empowering women and youth through awareness initia-
tives, counselling services, and community-based inter-
ventions. 
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